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A metamorphosis from aggressor to peace broker with the tacit acquiescence of the 
U.S. and the United Nations had taken place for the Soviets. On the other hand, the 
Afghan Resistance excluded from the negotiations were denied due process and 
wrongly labeled "Rebels" connoting a disrespect for legitimate authority, non-existent in 
Afghanistan at that time. 



UN PEACE INITIATIVES 

A commonly held view by many Afghan leaders, notably Hezbe-i Islami Chief Gulbadin 
Hekmatyar, is that any consensual agreement between the United States, Russia, 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Iran would foreshadow any benefit for Afghanistan. A 
perfectly understandable position given the past diplomatic morass. In a foreboding 
shadow of the flawed Geneva Accords, U.S. Secretary of State, James Baker, 
announced that the United States has rescinded the pre-condition that President 
NajibuUah step down in advance of UN brokered discussions on a political settlement 
for Afghanistan. A position supported by all of the aforementioned countries. 
Resistance leaders would find it impossible to sit down with najibullah and negotiate a 
distribution of power. After 13 years of war, 1. 75 million deady a country - rubbleizedy one 
half of the pre-war population in refugee status^ and economic losses of unimaginable 
proportion - six hundred BiDion DoUars. HOW WOULD THAT BE POSSIBLE? 

Furthermore, meetings between NajibuUah and General Abdul Wali and between 
Gorbachev and Zahir Shah all with official U.N. presence has served to further erode 
Mujahideen confidence in any U.N. sponsored peace initiative. 

Ironically, the victims of Soviet aggression as they seek to extricate themselves fi'om the 
brutaUty of war are viewed as an obstacle to peace. The Soviet's, on the other hand, 
who have yet to apologize to the Afghan people, have become a legitimate broker of 
peace. Purged of guilt by the acquiescence of the international community to their 
status as a "guarantor" in the Accords and by poHtical expediency. United Nations 
performance during the war was indeed a technical masterpiece of diplomatic juggling 
and strategic acrobatics. 



U.S. FOREIGN POLICY 

History wiU portray President Ronald Reagan as an ardent supporter of the Afghan 
cause. But within the labyrinthine administration, certain career bureaucrats at CIA and 
the State Department marched to their own drummer. This minority view held that the 
Soviets were hopelessly bogged down in Afghanistan frustrating their expemsionist 
ambitions toward the Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean. Gradually, steps were taken to 
reduce arms shipments to the Resistance. The Afghan Mujahideen performed their job 
well and were no longer useful in the view of the aforementioned. Weakened by 
vacillating U.S. pohcy and the fraudulent concept of "negative symmetry" - U.S. arms 
supplies to be in direct proportion to Soviet consignments to Kabul — the Resistance 
had to turn to the oil producing nations for aid. But, at what price? The negative effect 
upon Resistance cohesion of attempts by outside powers, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and 
Iran most notably, to boost the position of particular elements in the Resistance which 
they deemed sympathetic to their objectives. 



8 



President George Bush's "kinder and more gentle world" did not provide budget 
appropriations for the Afghan Resistance. As a component of George Keenan's theory; 
"containment of the Soviet Union" - which resulted in the dissolution of the empire, 
the Afghan's had served their purpose — "use 'em and cast 'em aside" had become 
Washington's poUcy on Afghanistan. Furthermore for poUtical expediency in the Gulf 
War, Washington turned a deaf ear as Soviet suppUed MIG's and Scud missiles 
thundered over Afghanistan. Aid for a moribund Soviet Union pre-empted assistance 
to the Mujahideen. 

"The end justifies the means" philosophy would revitahze U.S. attempts to break the 
stalemate. Desirous for the newly independent Central Asian RepubUcs to embrace a 
free-market philosophy, the U.S. recently extended the nascent entities diplomatic 
recognition. Formerfy Turkistan in ancient times, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, 
Kirghizia and Kazakhstan became the focus of the U.S. and Pakistan trade initiatives, 
rebuilding the old trade routes from the Caspian Sea to China. Central to the success 
of this endeavor is stability in Afghanistan. The inclusion of NajibuUah into the 
settlement process by the U.S. and Pakistan rings of pohtical expediency - as Iran's 
ambitions in central Asia must be thwarted. Pressure for a rapid conclusion in the 
Afghan stalemate will be in direct proportion to that expediency. This is a "textbook" 
example of how powerful political leaders seek to bend obscure government programs 
to serve their own ends - the stature of the U.S. as a foreign poUcy magician, would be 
seriously weakened. 



THE GREATER JIHAD 

Afghan leaders must quaUfy any diplomatic initiative on their behalf as one would 
evaluate a fine Turkomen carpet. You must keep your eye on the grand design, but 
also pay attention to every tiny knot. 

Statesmanship demands diligence and steadfastness. In future negotiations, historical 
stoicism and inner strength wiD be pre-requisites for success in the "Greater Jihad" and 
a return to peace and self-determination. Unjustly, Afghans who frustrate foreign 
objectives will be traduced as fundamentalist or radical or factionalist Disunity often 
cited by foreign powers as the "mother's milk" of the Afghan Resistance and a major 
impediment to the peace process is, in fact, a creation of inept Washington 
administrators. By funneUng hundreds of miUions of dollars in aid and arms through 
self-serving Pakistan conduits. The result? A plethora of tribal, ethnic and ideological 
jealousies ensued. 

It is incomprehensible that the miUtary and economic might of the G-7 nations cannot, 
as in the case of Iraq, move multi-laterally to bring about a just solution to the war. To 
allow through negotiation the moribund Najibullah a victory denied him on the 
battlefield would be a travesty of justice. No matter how expedient. 



End 

February 1370/1992 
Bruce Richardson 



GRANADA ST. ^ ^ 
MONTCXWaCA 91783 

(714) 626 83lZf 

His Ejfcellency Boutros Boutros-Ghali 
Secretary General of the United Nations 
United Nations, New York, N.Y. 1001? 

March 10,1992 

Your Exeellency: 

I have the honour to inform you that Afghanistan Mirror has 
already endorsed in its Editorial of July 1991 (Vol .2, No O-^t Serial 
No. 15-16) the former Secretary General's Five -^oint Peace Initiative. 
Afghanistan Mirror has since published hundreds of endorsements from 
Afghan intellectuals and refugees scattered around the world in 
Issues 17 to 22. 

This magazine is an independent and non-partisan publication 
devoted to the cause of Afghanistan. It is widely read among Afghan 
refugee communities in the five continents. A vast majority of Afghan 
elite believe that the forthcoming inter-Afghan-Dialogue Conference 
to be held under the United Nations auspices in Europe is a right 
step towards the restoration of peace and democracy in Afghadstan. 
Views of a large spectrum of Afghan intellectuals published in 
Afghanisan Mirror reveal that they believe a fair representation 
should be made from Afghan intellectuals in the forthcoming United 
Nations Conference . 

Afghanistan Mirror in general represents the Intellectual Front of 
Afghanistan; it has the honour to submit hereunder for your considera- 
tion a list of candidates who have been actively engaged in the 
National Resistance in various ways-: 

From Afghanistan-- Kabul : 

Prof •Mohammad Asghar, President of Afghanistan National Salvation Front 

General A. Hakim Katawazi, member " " " 

Dr. Ali Ahmad Popal, former Deputy Prime Minister of Afghanistan 

Prof. Dr. Farouq Etemadi, member of Watan Party 

Mr.M.Moosa Akrami, Editor of WAHDAT bi-weekly. 

Mr.M.Tahir Mohseni, Editor of YA HAQ bi-weekly. 

Mr. A .Aziz Mokhtar, Editor of SHOKHAK magazine. 

Mr. Shah Zaman Wureez, Editor of PALWASHA bi-weekly. 

Mr. Abdul Basir Pakzad, Editor of NEGAH bi-weekly. 

Mr.Aghan Mohamad Jan Bawari, Editor of SALAM bi-weely. 

From Refugee Community in Pakistan ; 

Azizullah Wassifi, member of National Independence Front, Quetta. 
Mr. Abdul Rahman Pazhwak, former Afghan Ambassador to United Nations 
Mr. Abdullah Ghamkhor, national poet and literary figure, Peshawar . 
Prof.^Rasul Amin, Editor of Khpalwaki, Peshawar. 

M.Zarin Anzor, writer and member of Editorial Board, Khpalwaki, Peshawar . 
Mr. Mirwaif ^'^au j , writer " « 
Mr. Hakim Taniwal, 

jMr. Nasrullaii Safi, 
Mr. Abdul Hai WarsAan 
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From Pakistan continued ; 

Mr. Mohammad Siddiq "Pesarlay, Editor-in-Chief, SPEDE magazine, Peshawar 

Mr. Mohammad Assef Samim, Editor of " " " 

Mr. Amanullah Sahoo, writer & poet, member of 

Mr. Habibullah Rafi, Editor of Qalam. magazine, Peshawar. 

Mr. Shamsul-Huda Shams, Editor-in-Chief, Afghan Millat journal, 

Maulana Doodmal, writer and member of Afghan Millat 

Prof .Dr.Sayed Yusuf Elmi, Editor of Afghanistan in the World Press " 
Mr. Abdul Bari Nangyal, Editor of Manba-ul-Jahad, Peshawar 
Maulana M.Amin Frautan, Editor of Kausar, . Peshawar . 
Mr. M.Yusuf Ahina, national poet and writer, Peshawar. 

From Refugee Community in India - New Delhi : 

Wr.Sayed Ahmad Maiwand-Olumi , President of Afghanistan Elders Association 
Mr. Ahmad Siddiq Haya, poet and writer. New Delhi. 
Mr. Siddiq Sargardan, writer, New Delhi. 
lYIr. Abdul Ahad Wahid, writer. New Delhi. 
Mr. Yaqoob Massoud, writer, New Delhi. 

From Iran -Tehran & Qazwin ; 

Prof .Dr. Sultan Hamid Sultan, University of Qazwin, Qazwin, Iran. 

Mr. Malimzada, Editor of ^»teqamat magazine, Harakat Islami Afghanistan 

From Refugee Community in Germany: 

Dr. Mohammad Yusuf, former Prime Minister of Afghanistan, Germany 

Dr. Abdul Samad Hamed, former Deputy Prime Minister of Afghanistan. 

Dr.Ghulam Mohamad Niaz, former professor of Kabul University, Germany. 

Dr. Mir M.Amin Farhang, " " " " " 

Mr. Khalilollah Bakhtary, poet & writer, Hamburg, Germany. 

Mr. A.Majid Malek, Editor of Farhang, Bonn, Germany. 

Dr. Abdul Jalil Hekmat, Bonn, Germany. 

Mr. Ahmad Karim Nawabi, Bonn, Germany. 

Mr. Ahmad Sultan Karimi, Editor, Naubahar, Bonn, Germany 

Dr.Ata Mohammad Nourzai, former professor of Kabul University, Germany 

Mr. Mohamad Karim Nawab, writer, Hamburg- Germany . 

General Mohammad Nazir Kabir Sera j , Frankfurt -Germany. 

Mr. Abdul Kayoum Pana, former Deputy, Afghan National Assembly, Germany 

Mr .Attahullah Zulfiqar, Germany 

Prof .Dr.Sayed Abdul Qadir Baha, former Rector of Kabul University, Germany . 
Mr.Sayed Enayatullah Massud, Dip. Kaufmann, former Afghan Textile, Germany. 
Mr.Sayed Massoud Pohanyar, writer & former diplomat, Germany. 
Prof. Dr.Sayed Sharif Sharaf, educator & writer, Husladtring, Germany 
From Refugee Community in Switzerland; 

Dr. Abdul Hakim Tabibi, Editor of "The Firmest Bond", Switzerland. 
Dr.Sayed Sassem Richtia, Historian & writer- journalist , Switzerland. • 
Dr. Assad Omar, Geneve, Switzerland. 
Dr. Amanullah Rasul, Geneve, Switzerland 
Dr. Fat eh Samim, Geneve, Switzerland. 

Prof .Dr .Wali Zaki, Geneve, Switzerland . 
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From the Refugee Community in France; 

Prof. Dr. Sayed Hashim Sahid, C-larem'ont, . France . 
Prof. Dr. Osman Rustar (Taraki), Miribel, France. 
Prof. Dr. Qassem Fazili, Paris -France. 
Prof. Dr, Nadir £)mar, Lyon -France. 
Mr. Wali Noori, Paris - France. 

Dr. Saifur Rahman Samadi, Former professor of Kabul University, Paris 
Mrs. Habiba Samadi, former Principal of Zarghoona High School, Paris. 
Mr. Toryalai Etemadi, former Rector of Kabul University, Paris. 
Mr. Abdul Hamid Mubariz, journalist & Educator, Paris 
Mrs. Nafisa Shaiq Mubariz, former teacher, Paris. 

Dr. Sahdullah Ghaussi, former professor of Kabul University, Paris. 
Mr. Homayun Assefi, former diplomat, Paris-France 
Eng.M. Naim Ziai, Paris- France. 

From England. Australia j. Saudi Arabia A Italv : 

Prof. Mohamad Ishaq Negargar, Birmingham, England. 
Prof. M. Aziz Naim, London, England. 
Mr. Abdul Ghafour Reja, London -England. 

Prof. Abdul Sattar Sirat, Maccah Al Mukarama, Saudi Arabia 
Prof. Ghulam Safdar Panjcheri " " " " • , 

Mr. Mir Zamanuddin Musleh, former teacher, Calyton, Australia. 
Mrs. Taj war, former teacher, Sydney - Australia. 

Mr. Mohammad Zahir, former king of Afghanistan, Rome -Italy. 
From the Refugee Community in Canada: 

Mr. Abdul Hakim Faqiryar, Calgary - Canada. 

Mr. M.Ayub Saee, Calgary -Canada. 

Mr. M.Nabi Khater, Editor of Saba, Canada. 

Dr. Abdul Karim Kayoumi, Vancouver, Canada. 

Dr. Abdul Khaleq, Vancouver, Canada. 

Mr.Farhad Labib, Editor of Hafta Fam, Ont., Canada. 

Mr, Karim Paykar, poet & writer, Ont., Canada. 

Mr . Ghulam Mahiuddin . Zarmalwal , Ont . , Canada 

Mr. Amanullah Qlumi, former President of Afghan Association, Ont. Canada. 
Miss Adina Niazi, writer & "teacher- journalist , Ont. Canada. 
Eng. Habib Fatah, President of Afghan Association, Ont. Canada. 
Mr. Mohammad Akram Lodin,meber of Afghan Association, Canada. 

From the Refugee Community in the United States of America : (Alphabetical) 

General Zikria Abawi, Sacramento, California. 
Dr . Samai , M . D . , Hamond , Indiana . 
Mr.Sayed Faqir Alawi, journalist, Alex. Virginia 
Mir Mohamad Raflq Ansari, Far Rockaway, New York. 

General Mir Mohammad Assef Ansari, educator Military Academy, Colorado . 
General Mohammad Anwer, Irvine, Calif ornia. 
Mr.M.Najim Arya, journalist, Hayward, California. 
Mrs. Fakhria Alifi, writer, Westminister, California. 
Dr. Habibullah Anwer, San Diego, California. 

Mr. Ahmad Shah Alam, artist. New- York.-- • 
Mrs. Aziza Anwar i, eduoaoor. Concord, California. 
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iVIr. Abdul Rashid, Benish, writer & Caligrapher, Fremont, CaliLol,. 
Dr. Akhtar Mohammad Baraki, M.D., Panorama City, California." 
Frcf .Abiddeen Bariz, Los Angeles, California 
Eng. Mohammad Ibrahim Baha, Santa Ana, California. 
Prof.Dr.Yar Mohammad Ebadi, Manhattan , Kansas 

Mrs. Nilofar Hamid Etemadi, educator Kabul University, San Diego, CA. 

Mr. Abdul Wahab Farzana, writer, Alexandria, Virginia. 

Mr. Abdul Razaq Fani, poet & writer, San Diego, California 

Mr. Abdul Aziz Ferogh, economist. New York. ^ . . 

Mr. Abdul Rahim Ghafouri, writer- journalist , Alex. Virginia. ^ 

Mr. Abdul Samad Ghaus, former diplomat & author , Irvina, California. 

Prof .Abdullah Samander Ghoriani, Bloomington, Indiana . 

Prof. Amanullah Haiderzad, educator-sculptor-ar oist , New York. 
Prof .Dr. Mohammad Taher Hashemi, Thousand Oaks, Cal norma. 
Mr.M.Karim Hakimi, economist , Carrolt on, Texas 
Mr. Said Sarwar Hashimi, Warwick, New York. 
Mr.Sayed Daoud Hashimi, San Diego, California. 
Mr. Mohamad Taher Hat if, poet & writer, Irvine, Calilornia. 
Eng. Farid Ishaq, San Jose, California. . , ^ + % 

MrTMohamad Yonus Iskanderzada,El Sabranti, California (educator) 
Dr. Abdul Hak Jalali, M.D., Irvine, California. 

Prof. Amir Mohammad Kaifi, Concord, California. , woov.^K,^+«n 

Dr. Abdul Kayoum, educator and former Deputy Prime Minister .Washington 

Dr. Ghafour Rawan Farhadi, educator .writer and diplomat, Martinez.CA 

Mr.Sahid FAizi, writer & research historian, Alameda, CA . . ^. 

Dr. Mohammad Haider, former Rector of Kabul University, Rollen Heights, CA. 

Dr .Roaky Kamyar,M.D. , San Diego, CA. ^ • 

Mr. Mohammad Hassan Karimi, writer & economist, Anaheim, CA. 

Mr. Habibullah Karzai, diplomat & politician, Washington,D .C . i 

Mr .Hafizullah Karzai, educator i& active member of resistance, Maryland 

Mr.Agha Mohammad Karzai, journalist & politician, Santa Ana ,CA 

Prof .Dr .Sayed Abdullah Kazem, writer & active member of resistance, ban Joa. 

Prof. Dr. Saleh Mohammad Keshawarz, Connecticut. 

Mr. Mohammad Taher Keshawarz, Fremont, CA. 

Mr. Ehsanullah Kohgadai, writer, Alameda, CA 

Mr.Painda Mohammad Koshani, diplomat & writer, Fremont, CA 

•Mr. Ghulam Hazrat Keshan, writer- journalist , Fremont, CA 

Mr. A. Qawi Keshan, Editor of Name-Khorasan, Fremont CA. _ ^. „, 

Dr. Abdul Wahid Karim:,:fdrmei' Ambassador to Washington, Springfield, VA 

Prof .Dr .A.Wasseh Latif i, M.D . , Alex. VA 

Mr . Hasmatullah Maiwand, New York, Far Rockaway, N. Y. 

Mr. Nabil Malik Asghar, Fremont, CA ^ ^n- 

Mr. Noor Ahmad Malikyar, former governor of Helmand,San Diego, CA 

Mr. Abdullah Malikyar, former Ambassador to Washington, Maryland 

Mr. Qahar Malikyar, active member of resistance, Santa Anna, CA. 

Mr .Abdul Raouf Maqsudi, businessman. New York. 

Mrs. Rahima Mahsomi, writer and Pushto poet, Concord, CA 

Mrs. Rohia Masrror, writer and political activist. New York. ^^^ttj^cm 

Eng. Ghulam Ghaus Matin, former Deputy Minister of Public Works, CALIFORN. 

Mr. Kailash Mehra, Hindu minority, businessman, Fairfai*-! VA 

Mr. Durmarjan Mesdaq, educator, Piano, Texas ^ 

Mr. M. Daoud Mohmand, Pushto poet and writer, Palo Alto, CA 

Mr. Abdul Mosaver, political activist. New York. 

MD.S.Omar Mobabbatr Pus-hta-^oe't-'&vwri.ter-,- -Houston, Texas. • 

Dr. Abdul Kayoum Kochi, writer and former diplomat , Fremont CA 

Mr. Mohammad Nabi Kohzad, writer & historian, Fremont,. CA 
Mr.Sayed Shamsuddin Majrooh, poet , writer & national figure, Altlanta, GA 
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Prof .Hamed Nevid, educator & poet, Springfield, Virginia. 
Mr . Mohmad Karim Nasraty, poet & writer, Fremont, CA 
Dr. Abdul Hai Niazi,M.D. , New York. 

Mr. Aziz Ahmad Noori, poet and writer, Ale Virginia. 
Mr.Shair Olumi, member of resistance, San Diego, CA 

Dr. M.Akbar Omar, economist, former Minister of Commerce , Springfield, VA 
Mr.M.Sarwar Rashan, writer, Westmont, Ilinois. 

Prof, Dr. Sayed Makhdoom Rahin, educator, poet , writer, Ale VA 
Prof. Dr. Ali Razawi, educator, writer. Union City, CA 
Mr. Sayed Razawi, former Deputy of Parliament, Union City, CA 
Mr. Mohammad Nasser Reshad, historian & writer, Irvine, CA 
Mr. Abdul Wassai Roshna, member of resistance, New York. 
^ Mr. Abdul Rashid Safi, former Deputy of Parliament, Cang:i Park,CA 
Prof. Dr .Aziz -ur- Rahman Samadi, M.D ., educator , Atlanta -Georgia. 
Mr. Yahya Sa.-*.zoi, member of resistance, Pensylvania. 
Prof. Dr. M.Taher Saifi, educator ,Palm Spring, CA 
Mr .Shamsuddin Matin Saljooki, writer & poet. New York. 
Dr. M.Aziz Seraj , M.D. , Jacksonville, Florida. 
}^ Mr.A.Hamid Siddiq, member of resistance, Hawhtorne, CA 
_ Mr. M.Omar Siddiqi, writer & educator, San Jose, CA 

X Mr. M.Osman Sidky, poet, writer & philosopher. Pit sburgh, Pensylvania. 

S Mr. Ahmad Ali Sultani, educator Kansas community college, Kansas. 
Mr. Mohammad Karim Shaiwan, poet, Concord, CA 
^T^ Prof, Mir Hussain Shah, educator & historian. Concord - CA 
Dr. Enayat Shahrani, educator & artist, Fremont, CA 

Mr. Abdul Sattar Shalizi, educator &former Deputy Prime Minister , Maryland . 
Mr .Assadullah Shamel, writer, San Diego, CA 
General Alokozai Sharaf, Laguna Niguel, CA (Pushto writer) 
Mr.M.Farouq Tamiz, educator economist- journaJList, Van Nuys, CA 
Dr.Wangyalai Tarzi, diplomat &. member of resistance, New York. 
1^1^ Mr. Sar juddin Wahaj , writer , journalist ^ artist. Concord, CA 

Dr. M.Sharif Walizada, M.D . , New York. 
JL Prof.Dr.Baqi Yousufzai, educator & former governor of Baghlan, Indiana 
Mr. Sayed Abdullah Wahizi, writer, Hayward, CA. 
Mr. Mohammad Hashim Zamani, Pushto poet & writer, Hayward, CA 
Mr. Sayed Hassan Safi, member of resistance. New Jersey. 



Mrs.Ruqia Habib, poet , writer & former Deputy of Parliament , Virginia 

Mr. Mohammad Ali Chopan, writer & land owner , northern Afghanistan, Sacrametc 

R 



The above is a sample-representative list of Afghan intellectuals 
( writer, poets, historians and educators); many more could be added 
whose addresses are not available with Afghanistan Mirror. 

A complete address of those listed above is available with Afghanistan 
Mirror which may be submitted immediately upon request. Those invited 
from this list may be contacted and informed by Afghanistan Mirror . 

Prof. Dr. Sayed Khalilollah Hashemeyan (Ph.D.) 
Professor of Kabul University (in exile) 
• Editor -in-Chief Afghanistan Mirror. 



Sincerely 




THE GREATER JIHAD 
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Chunk va gashtam zi paykar-i-birun, rui avardam bih paykar-i-darun. Qad raja'na min 
jihad aUashgar-im ba nabi andar jihad-i akbar-im. When I turned back from the outer 
battle, I set my face toward the inner battle. We have returned frqm the lesser jihad, 
we are with the Prophet in the greater jihad. -Jalal ud-Din Rumi, Mathnavi-e Ma'anavi 
1:1386-87 

The Afghan-Soviet war is destined to become a perplexing chapter in history for future 
generations. Decade-long diplomatic initiatives by external powers have demonstrated a 
profound bias toward the former Soviet Union and their surrogates in Kabul. 



THE GENEVA DEBACLE 

On April 15, 1988, the four Geneva Accords were signed. Heralded as a long-awaited 
breakthrough, the Accords came to jrepresent a cruel hoax. The U.S. primary objective 
was to facilitate a Soviet withdrawal rather than procuring a viable settlement of the 
Afghan crisis. The steps taken to deal with the problem were self-serving, and 
remarkably ineffective as a source of protection for the Afghan opposition. 

In their haste to secure a withdrawal, the U.S. embraced terms far more favorable to 
the soviet Union than need have been the case. Thus setting the scene not for a viable 
settlement, but for further turmoil and bloodshed. For the Afghan people, the Geneva 
Accords were in no sense a dehverance. On the contrary, the Accords marked the loss 
of a unique opportunity for transition to a legitimate Afghan regime and instead 
sanctioned the continuation of communist rule and massive Soviet involvement in the 
country. 

Incongruously, the Accords made no provision for self-determination by the Afghan 
people. The statement by UN Secretary-General, Perez de Cuellar, that the Accords 
"Lay the basis for the exercise by aU Afghans of their right of self-determination, a 
principle enshrined in the charter" was extremely disingenuous: This was precisely what 
the Accords did not do. Some provision for self-determination at this point was critical 
not simply as an abstract good, but as a key element in war termination. Any political 
settlement will be deemed inadequate if the peace negotiators have not addressed all 
the issues and leave unresolved the disputes that were the basis for the war. Perez de 
Cuellar's personal envoy - Senor Diego Cordovez maladroit diplomacy had shaped a 
peace settlement which was defective in exactly this way. 

Cordovez subsequently disengaged himself from the Afghan issue taking up the position 
of Foreign Minister of Ecuador. Whereupon, as a first order of business, he estabUshed 
diplomatic ties as the Ambassadorial level with the Kabul regime. Senor Cordovez's 
blatant misuse of his office would serve to undermine the credibiUty of the U.N. 

While both Pakistan and the U.S. expUcitfy stated that their signing of the Accords 
could not be taken to signify recognition of the PDPA, the very act of signing gave the 
Kabul regime a status in the eyes of the international community which otherwise it 
would have lacked. Furthermore, the Accords left the Resistance vuhierable in many 
respects. No one reading the Accords in ignorance of the recent history of Afghanistan 
would have realized that it was the Soviet Union which had invaded Afghanistan. 
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